jnly mo]             THE PEACE CONFERENCE AND AFTER

In L. G/s opinion, Gladstone's speech on the third reading
of the Home Rule Bill in 1883 was one of the finest debating
efforts ever made in the House of Commons, L, G. thinks that
Gladstone's outstanding quality was his power as a debater,
L, G. thinks him by far the best debater he ever heard. He
thinks Asquith's speech on the death of Alfred Lyttelton one
of the best panegyrics in the English tongue, and that two of
Mr. A.'s speeches in the House of Commons early in the war
entitle him to rank high in the list of British orators. L. G,
gave an amusing account of his early experiences with Glad-
stone. The latter brought in a bill with the object of relieving
drunken clergymen of their benefices, or something of that
sort. L. G. opposed it in a flippant speech, and said that in
Wales they preferred drunken clergymen to sober ones as
they were usually more human, etc.. This roused the old man.
He trounced L, G. in a fifty minutes' speech, and then took
the unusual course of serving on the Committee on the Bill.
L. G. and Sam Evans1 obstructed as much as they could.
When the majority, in order to make progress, decided to
abandon the luncheon hour, which they could do by taking
their lunch in relays, L. G. and Evans provided themselves
with sandwiches, lemonade and beer, the bottles being paraded
on the table in the Committee room.

Sir William MilHgan, the Manchester doctor, is in Spa,
L. G. gave an amusing account of his illness in Manchester.2
He said that the Town Hall is a dreary place, and the noise of
the trams a terrible test of endurance for an invalid. " Just
think of it ! " he said. " Being imprisoned there for days
with nothing to look at but the pouring rain, the statue of poor
John Bright standing out in the wet, and Mr. Gladstone's
back I "

L. G. said that John Dillon was taken by some friends to
tea with Mr. Gladstone in his later years. The conversation
turned on Chamberlain, and Gladstone remarked, more as a
reverie than as part of the conversation, " No doubt he was the

1 Later the Rt. Hon. Sir Samuel Evans, President of the Probate, Divorce
and Admiralty Court; d. 1918.

2 In September 1918, when he was attended bj Sir William MilHgan
(d. 1929).
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